A Meeting of Great Alne Parish Council was held on Wednesday 18th September at Great Alne Primary
School at 7pm.
PRESENT

Councillors Mr L Bowring, Mr I Millard, Mr P Clark
County Cllr Mr C Rickhards
Representatives from Great Alne Park: Mr Keith Cockell and Mr David Hamlet
Members of the public: 17

APOLOGIES FOR
ABSENCE
DECLARATION OF
INTERESTS

Cllr Mrs M Holding, Cllr Ms H Mainwaring and District Cllr Mrs G Forman

MINUTES

July meeting Minutes agreed and signed by the Chairman

ALCESTER SOUTH SNT

OPEN FORUM:
The following incidents have been reported in the period 15/7/19 – 15/09/19. These were:

None

o

o
o
o

o
o
o

o

UPDATE ON SPERNAL
LANE DEVELOPMENT

Suspicious Circumstances. Spernal Lane. Three scrambler bikes with a total of five
people on them seen in the Heart of England car park. The riders had face
coverings / balaclavas and it looked like they were parked around a vehicle. When
they realised they were being watched they rode off.
Vehicle Crime. Station Road. Man disturbed trying to break into van. Alarm
activated.
Theft. Henley Road. Four batteries stolen from hydraulic lift.
Burglary Residential. Alne Hills. Following an Alarm activation, it was found that a
door to the property had been forced. A Green Free Lander was seen driving
away from the area at the time.
Anti-Social Behaviour. Spernal Lane. Several motorcycles heard using one of the
tracks off Spernal Lane. Generally being a noise nuisance.
Road Incident. Great Alne. Report of two cars racing each other.
Suspicious Circumstances. Pelham Lane. White Peugeot Expert van seen
collecting scrap in the area. Driver described as male, medium build, 5’ 8”,
wearing a red hoodie and ¾ length blue tracksuit bottoms. The last three letters
of the registration number were ‘JFO’.
Suspicious Circumstances. School Road, Great Alne. Man seen standing on the
patio area at rear of house. Man walked off when he noticed that he had been
seen.

Linfoot Country Homes provided the following update after the meeting:
“The development is nearing completion with all but two of the properties now handed over and
occupied. Plot 5 will complete at the end of this month and plot 10 (which is reserved but not yet
exchanged) should be handed over by mid-October. We are now preparing the roads for the tarmac
wearing course which will be laid in the next 2-3 weeks and carrying out kerb and other remedial
works. Planting, turfing and seeding works are also now in hand. Over the last few months we have
been carrying out a vigorous programme of weed management to the communal areas which are
to be seeded. This has involved several cycles of spraying the weeds to kill them, then allowing
them to grow through before spraying again. The purpose of this is to limit the weeds as much as
possible prior to seeding which ensures a much better-quality take and finish of the seed (though
whilst it is going on it does look as if not much is happening for a lengthy period!). This is now
complete and seeding will be taking place shortly together with all remaining turfing and shrub
planting. The remaining bare root tree, hedge and native mix planting will take place when the
bare root planting season starts which will be from late November onwards. This will include the
hedge along Spernal Lane, the landscape buffer belt and most of the planting to the balancing pond
area”.

GREAT ALNE PARK
UPDATE (FORMERLY

Kelly Webb provided provided the following update for Great Alne’s Summer newsletter that were
delivered at the beginning of September:

MAUDSLAY PARK)

The team at Great Alne Park would like to thank everyone who attended Parkfest on 20th July 2019.
There was a fantastic turnout and the day was enjoyed by all.
Great Alne Park are planning another music and dinner evening in September and more
information will be provided soon. A Christmas menu will also be created soon.
The Thursday themed evenings are going well and they have a steady number of people attending
every week. Great Alne Park would love to see more residents each week. Please call to book your
place.
Sunday lunch is proving very popular and booking is a must! Bookings can be made by emailing
Kelly or calling 01789 489103. If it is out of hours, there is an answerphone where booking
requests can be left.
Kelly regretfully informed us that Tina Digby is no longer the Village Manager. She resigned from
this post in early August. Kelly said ‘Tina will be greatly missed. She made such an impact on
moving the village forward in such a positive way’.
At the July meeting, Councillors agreed that they needed to re-establish communication with
senior management at Great Alne Park. Cllr Mainwaring arranged a meeting and the following
information was discussed/provided:
The allotments are now ready. There are currently 18 in total. The village of Great Alne have a 50%
allocation of these but they will be managed by Great Alne Park. Estimated rental costs of £25 per
plot per year. Please contact Kelly Webb if you are interested in having an allotment. 7 of the 9
assigned to Great Alne residents have already been allocated.
Transport requirements at Great Alne Park are minimal at the moment, with just a handful of
residents making use of the service. They know this will greatly increase over time and be similar
to their other villages where they have a full-time driver and a dedicated all-electric London cab.
There are longer term plans but nothing will change for a while whilst demand is low.
The gym and pool have re-opened to residents at Great Alne for a nominal monthly or annual fee.
Please contact Kelly Webb for more information. They are making a large investment in the
equipment, introducing eGym to the village, which will provide a much better option than the
small facility at the moment.
They are recruiting for a new Village Manager and will introduce the successful applicant to Great
Alne Parish Council as soon as possible.
Keith Cockell (Design Director Inspired Villages) and David Hamlet (Consultant of Performing Arts)
attended the meeting to explain their future plans for Great Alne Park which they hope residents
of Great Alne can share in. David Hamlet has been recruited to introduce a music culture to Great
Alne Park. Activities envisaged include music events; book launches and poetry evenings, to give
some examples. Understandably, the target audience is the residents of Great Alne Park but it is
very much hoped that these things will appeal to residents of the village also. They want a multigenerational, cohesive approach that can appeal to all.
Mr Cockell and Mr Hamlet would very much like to hear from residents should you have any ideas.
Communication is open so please do get in touch if you have suggestions for them to explore.

MEMORIAL HALL REP
REPORT

Cllr Mrs M Holding sent the following update following their June 2019 meeting.
• Work on the new website continues – they hope to launch it this year
• Fantastic attendance at the Village Summer BBQ with a healthy total of funds raised for
the Hall
• Dates for the diary: Saturday 30th November – Christmas Coffee Morning, Sunday 1st
December – Christmas is coming and Saturday 7th December Christmas Supper

REPRESENTATIONS FROM Bus Service – Several residents attended the meeting to express their frustrations with the lack of
RESIDENTS
bus service this week. No buses have been running through the village. Whilst they appreciated the
difficulties whilst the road works at Haselor were completed, these are now resolved but the buses
have not returned to their normal routes. Some residents have contacted the bus companies but
have not been provided with any useful information. County Cllr Rickhards was very disappointed
to hear this and will contact the bus companies directly on behalf of Great Alne Parish Council to
complain and find out further information. The Parish Council completely appreciate that the bus
service is limited already and that residents rely on it to get to medical appointments and work.
County Cllr Rickhards will look in to this as a matter of urgency.
Bungalows next to the school – A resident who lives in a bungalow next to the school said that due

to the trees, it is extremely dark and they require some work. Clerk will contact Orbit Housing
Association to raise this concern.
Salter’s Oak Development – A resident has asked the Parish Council to confirm whether or not the
Open Market houses were all sold to people with a connection to the village. Whilst the Chairman
believes this to be the case, the Clerk will seek clarification.
Speeding in the village – A resident has emailed expressing great concerns over the speed at which
vehicles are driving through the village. All Councillors agreed that this is a very justified concern
and residents attending the meeting also expressed concerns. Approx. 18 months ago, Cllr Millard
tried to set up a ‘speeding team’ of volunteers to use mobile speed cameras throughout the village.
Sadly, there was a lack of volunteers with only 5 people able to commit to this and since the
minimum number required is 6, this was not able to go ahead. The Parish Council is very happy to
explore this again but it will require committed volunteers. There are restrictions on when the
cameras can be used. If anyone is
interested, they should
email
greatalne.parishcouncil@googlemail.com or speak to Cllr Ian Millard. Volunteers are required to
attend a training course on using mobile speed cameras and then commit to a certain amount of
time.
COUNTY COUNCILLOR’S
REPORT

County Cllr Rickhards used some of his delegated budget funds to request new signs on Alne Cote
Corner. The drawings received were sent back to the Traffic and Safety team at WCC as the
Councillors all felt that the 30mph speed limit needed to be moved to the Alcester side of the
double bend. The Parish Council are now awaiting a new drawing for approval.
County Cllr Rickhards also said there are discussions underway in Little Alne to extend the 30mph
limit further.

DISTRICT COUNCILLORS
REPORT

District Cllr Mrs G Forman was unable to attend the meeting. No report sent.

MATTERS ARISING

Huff Cap Update – Since the last meeting, the sale of the pub sadly fell through. David Roffe
(Operations Director) has been in contact with the lead representative for a local group interested
in the future of the Mother Huff Cap. The group has asked to be given until the end of September
to research the possibility of a bid from within the local community. The group will contact David
to arrange a meeting if they wish to explore in detail the possibilities relating to the future of the
pub. The site's owners have taken no action to progress any alternative options while they wait for
the group's decision.
Residents asked who the lead representative was but the Chairman felt it was not his place to
disclose this. The Chair will however feedback to the relevant parties that the residents would like
to be updated as soon as possible as they may be able to help.
Emergency Committee – The equipment stored at the Memorial Hall has not yet been checked
(annual requirement) but the Chairman hopes to do this this week.
U_Route Spernal – Coughton Fields Lane (AKA E5998) – A meeting with the tree contractor,
Chairman, Clerk, land owner (of adjacent field) and the police took place on Monday 22nd July to
discuss the plan of action moving forward. It has been agreed that large tree trunks will be placed
at both ends of the track as well as the middle. These will be sufficient in size to prevent vehicular
access but will not block horse riders, pedestrians or cyclists. This does mean that motorbikes may
still be able to access this but it wasn’t felt suitable to block off access to horse riders. The quote
for the work has been received and is £1271 inc VAT. Chairman to confirm with local residents who
live close to the track if they are happy with this proposal.
Annual Tree Survey –Following the Tree Survey recently conducted by Limebridge Rural Services, a
quote for all high and medium risk work was obtained. The total cost to address the 5 high risk and
9 medium risk trees was £480.00. This quote is based on a single site visit to carry out the work and
includes removal and disposal of cuttings. Councillors were all in agreement that we should
proceed with this quote. Clerk to instruct Limebridge to proceed.
PFK Littlejohn LLP – Annual External Audit & Internal Financial Check – The external review of the
Annual Governance and Accountability return has now been completed. The ‘Notice of conclusion
of audit’ has been added to the noticeboard and Parish Council website. The Chairman thanked the
clerk for her work on this.
The clerk and Cllr Millard met on 9th September 2019 to complete the bi-annual internal financial
check. No areas of concern.

General Maintenance Issues:
• Cricket Club Parking – The County Council are happy for the layby to be cleared and used
by the Cricket Club on an informal/flexible basis. This is on the understanding that it needs
to be locked up after every meeting/event. Cllr Millard has asked Mr Moody to make
every effort to ensure this is cleared before the start of next season. Clerk to ask
Limebridge to quote to clear/tidy this layby annually (would be paid for by the Cricket
Club).
• Alne Cote Corner – Cllrs waiting for new drawings from WCC showing the 30mph signs
have moved to the Alcester side of the bend. Should have an update in November.
• Damaged sign – Station House – Westbound traffic sign near Station House was reported
as it was in danger of falling down. County highways have removed the sign to make it safe
and it will be re-erected on new posts in due course.
• Pavements by church – Ongoing concerns over the poor state of the pavements by the
Church have been raised with county highways. They responded to say this work remains
on the programme and they would arrange an interim inspection to see if any temporary
repairs are required. They also said that whilst it looks bad, the pavements are in pretty
decent condition structurally so should hold out a little longer. Councillors disagree with
this. They explained the area is very poorly lit so even more of a concern early mornings
and evenings and it is used a lot as serves both the Church and Memorial Hall. Clerk to go
back to county highways.
• Pavement – School Rd – Cllr Clark notified the clerk that the pavement between 60 and
70 on School Rd has broken up. This has been logged with county highways.
Adventure bike ride festival – Following July’s meeting, the Clerk contacted Stratford District
Council, Warwickshire County Council and Alcester South Police Team. Concerns were raised that
residents were not notified in advance and that Stoat Lane and Park Lane are not suitable roads to
have hundreds of bikes racing along. The replies were disappointing with not a great deal of
responsibility being taken. Ultimately, it is the organiser of such events that hold responsibility for
informing residents. The police have contacted the organiser ahead of next year to pass on our
concerns about the lack of suitability of Park Lane for this event as it is due to run for 5 years.
The Chairman will be responding to SDC, WCC and the Police to confirm concerns.
Summer Newsletter – All residents should have received their copy of the Summer newsletter.
Please contact the clerk if you haven’t.
Electricity – switched tariff – The Parish Council have switched to a new tariff with EON which is a
fixed term contract of 60 months. This should give a saving of approximately £300 per year. It
includes a removed volume tolerance so should the consumption drop due to more efficient
lighting (LED’s) we will not be penalised. EON will require the updated Unmetered Supply
Certificate (this provides key information that is used by the electricity supplier) so the bill can be
amended if we do switch to LEDs.
MAIN BUSINESS
PROGRESS AGAINST
BUDGET

RECREATION GROUND

As of 1st September 2019, progress against budget stands at 50%. The repair for Karinya streetlight
should come from the reserves account however so the true % of budget spent is 43% (£8013
spent/£18564 budget). To review again at November meeting.
The Clerk reported as follows:
Outstanding work completed since July’s meeting:
• Replace matting to RSS, double bay swings and new matting to area between Parcour
and Toddler area gate
• RSS clean – power wash
• Removal ash branch at School Road entrance
• Toddler area – power wash
The Chairman and Cllr Clark visited the playground to inspect the work and are happy but have
asked the clerk to raise the following with Limebridge:
• Repair damaged matting under Birds Nest Swing – doesn’t look like this has been
done
• Express concerns with the quality of the seeding
• The grass on the northern boundary of the field has not been cut and has grown very

long – why is this?
Residents from School Rd attended the meeting to request permission to cut the hedge that is
between the recreation ground and their drive. They would also like to remove a branch from the
Ash tree that is overhanging their drive. The Parish Council are happy for them to proceed with this
work but ask that they ensure all cuttings etc are removed and not left in the recreation ground.
They will contact Cllr Clark to arrange access to the park through the locked gate in order for them
to remove the hedge cuttings.
Fields in Trust have sent a sign for Great Alne to display in the park. This will be added to the
existing pole at the park entrance. Clerk to contact Mr Prince to arrange.
ANNUAL PLAYGROUND
INSPECTION

The Annual Playground Inspection was completed by The Play Inspection Company on 15 th August
2019. All of the risks they identified were either low or very low risk. Some action is required but
due to the detail and length of the report it was agreed that the Chairman, Cllr P Clark and the clerk
will meet at the recreation ground ahead of the November meeting to decide what action to take.
Additionally, they will discuss the issues highlighted during the weekly playground checks including;
the hole in the fence between the rec ground and Huff Cap car park, the broken panels in Austin
Cottage fence and condition of the hedge/fence on the northern boundary. The intention is to
obtain quotes for this work ahead of November meeting.

CHURCH YARD GRANT

Gareth Roberts-Davies attended the meeting to request a grant from the Parish Council to go
towards the upkeep of the churchyard. They have been having significant problems with their
mower and have had to pay someone to do this which is proving very costly. They intend to put any
money raised towards repairing or replacing the mower. The Councillors agreed to award a grant of
£500 at this time but may be able to offer further funds later on in the year should the budget
allow. Gareth thanked the Parish Council for this on behalf of the church.

ALLOTMENTS

As mentioned in the Great Alne Park update, the allotments are now ready. There are currently 18
in total. The village of Great Alne have a 50% allocation of these but they will be managed by Great
Alne Park. Estimated rental costs of £25 per plot per year. Please contact Kelly Webb if you are
interested in having an allotment. 7 of the 9 assigned to Great Alne residents have already been
allocated.

UBUS

Stratford District Council have contacted all Town and Parish Councils reminding them that UBUS is
a discretionary service that they are not statutorily obligated to provide, but they recognise the
value of this service to people. They are asking Parish Councils for support in two ways: by
advertising UBUS as much as possible and/or by making a small contribution towards the running
costs of the scheme. Great Alne have 9 registered users. Councillors considered this and are happy
to advertise further – noticeboards/newsletters etc but do not wish to make a financial
contribution at this time.

STREET LIGHT REPAIR

A street light on Park Lane was reported to Warwickshire County Council as not working. A
contractor has inspected this lantern and advised that the lantern needs to be replaced; they are
unable to repair due to its age and condition.
The column and bracket are concrete, and WCC Street Lighting are unable to fit modern LED
lanterns to this type of bracket. As a result, the column will need to be replaced. The estimated
costs are £1,250 plus VAT to remove the existing concrete column and install a 5-metre steel
column with 19W LED Lantern. Money has been reserved for these repairs and Councillors all
approved the quote. Clerk to check if the pole can be wooden/something more aesthetically
pleasing first though.

PLANS

Reference

Received

Status

Address

19/02526/TREE

09/09/19

Pending
consideration

Little Orchard, Henley Rd, Great Alne

19/02501/TREE

03/09/19

Pending
consideration

Arden Cottage, Henley Rd, Great Alne

19/02320/FUL

19/08/19

Pending
consideration

Crocketts Farm, Alne Hills, Great Alne

19/02298/TREE

14/08/19

Pending
consideration

Alne House, Park Lane, Great Alne

19/01852/FUL

03/07/19

Pending
consideration

Seymour House, 50 School Rd, Great Alne

19/01853/LBC

03/07/19

Pending
consideration

Seymour House, 50 School Rd, Great Alne

19/01294/FUL

10/05/19

19/01223/FUL

02/05/19

19/01122/FUL

18/04/19

19/01223/LBC

18/04/19

Pending
consideration
Permission with
conditions
Planning
permission
refused
Listed Building
Consent
Refused

Glebe Farm, Alne Hills, Great Alne
The Coppice, Park Lane, Great Alne
8 Mill Cottage, Henley Rd, Great Alne

8 Mill Cottage, Henley Rd, Great Alne

At the Parish Council meeting this evening, the following decisions were reached:
19/02526/TREE – No objection to T2(remove Willow) and T3 (reduce ash) but would object to the
removal of T1 (pine and conifer). Councillors couldn’t see the necessity to remove this. Chairman to
send clerk form of words for response.
19/02501/TREE – All Councillors happy to submit ‘no objection’ but would like to submit with the
following note. The plans are lacking details in terms of measurements and scaled relativities to the
road, house and other trees. Neither do they specify the tree variety.
19/02320/FUL – Councillors have no concerns with this but feel there are issues that are outside of
their expertise and will rely on the planning officer’s knowledge. Will therefore submit ‘no
representation’.
Since the July meeting, the following representations have been submitted:
19/02298/TREE – No objection
19/01852/FUL & 19/01853/LBC – No objection

ACCOUNTS

The Chair and Cllr P Clark approved and signed all of the invoices and cheques.
Cheque
Amount
No.
Payee
(£)
a.

200018

Clerk's wages & Exps - June

b.

200019

Clerk's Holiday Pay - 1st Jan 2019-30th June 2019

c.

200021

d.

200022

e.

DD Sheet
428

Stratford-on-Avon District Council -Inv No 2011475
Administration costs of uncontested Parish Council
Election
Limebridge Rural Services Ltd Inv No 1179 - Grass
cutting and work to recreation ground (agreed Sept
2018)

2743.94

E.ON (UMS electricity supplies) Inv No H176F95CBE

185.54

f.

200023

Community Heartbeat - Emergency Phone Rental -Inv
No 4260

g.

200020

Clerk's wages & exps - July

h.

200024

The Play Inspection Company - Annual playground
inspection

i.

200025

PKF Littlejohn LLP - External Audit Charge

100.00

72.00

78.00
240.00

CORRESPONDENCE

j.

200026

Stratford-on-Avon District Council - Inv No 2011563Emptying of dog and litter bins

134.23

k.

200027

Community Heartbeat - Defib - Annual Support Cost Inv No 4386

151.20

l.

200028

Limebridge Rural Services Ltd Inv No 1204 Grass
cutting and hedge cutting

190.66

m
.

200029

Limebridge Rural Services Ltd Inv No 1219 Grass
cutting

72.00

n.

E.ON (UMS electricity supplies) Inv No H178C2253A

o.

200180

Clerk's wages and exps - August

p.

200030

Clerk - Reimburse cost of stamps to send Newsletters

166.37

21.96

Void cheques to date: 200004, 200011
Bank Account Balances @: 21st August 2019
Community Account: £25,131.92
Business Money Matters: £13,974.92
a. Ms T Brain -SDC - Council Plan Consultation – A request to complete the Council Plan
Consultation.
b. Mrs A Gregory – WALC - SDC Site Allocations Plan - additional drop in sessions –
Confirmation of the dates of the site allocation plan briefings.
c. Ms S Maher – SDC – Site Allocation Plans - advance notification of the consultation
and to advise that the Plan is already available on the District Council’s website
at www.stratford.gov.uk/siteallocations, so we are able to start assessing its contents
and the extent to which it affects our area and interests. One free copy of the Plan
can be provided to each Parish Council on request (Cllr Clark has a copy).
d. Mr P Bostock – Signs for Great Alne Park – An update on communication between Mr
Bostock and SDC re the large number of signs placed around the village for Great Alne
Park. Signs were removed following involvement from SDC planning team.
e. Mr J Crossling – WALC – Cyber Crime Survey – Informing us that the survey has gone
live and requesting people complete it.
f. County Cllr Clive Rickhards – WCC – Free use of land - Upper Spernal Farm offered use
of half an acre with raised beds, poly tunnel frame (they would re-cover if desired),
water, brick-built garage/shed for tool storage.
g. Community Heartbeat Trust Charity – Defibrillator – Informing GAPC that they remain
in discussion with West Midlands Ambulance Service and advising not to sign up to
the service offered by WMAS.
h. Mrs T Brain – SDC - Communication Links and Engagement Opportunities Warwickshire Police – An update from Police Inspector Allison Wiggin on how Police
are communicating information about crimes taking place locally, what the Police are
doing and how to report crime and anti-social behaviour.
i. Mr J Crossling – WALC - Policy Consultation E-Briefing 09/19 - Independent Review in
to Local Government Audit - The remit of the review is to assess the arrangements in
place to support the transparency and quality of local authority financial reporting
and external audit including those introduced by the Local Audit and Accountability
Act 2014
j. Ms B Partridge – SDC - Parish Council Bank Details for Precept – Confirming last 4
digits of the bank account for precept to be paid in to.
k. Mr J Crossling – WALC – Joint Strategic Needs - The JSNA is a partnership piece of
work led by Warwickshire County Council and supported by the District Council,
health agencies and voluntary and community sector groups. The results of this

assessment will ensure local services and support are fit for purpose and well placed
to help the people who need them most. Local views about health and social care are
being gathered through online surveys. There are two online surveys, one for
residents and one for professionals, accessible by going
to https://ask.warwickshire.gov.uk.
l. Ms T Brain – SDC - Site Allocation briefing – Presentation slides from the Site
Allocation briefing.
m. Transport Planning Team – WCC - Warwickshire Rail Strategy Consultation – A
reminder to complete this consultation by 20th September.
n. Mr C Truman – CPRE The Countryside Charity – Informing us of a change of strategy,
tone and look (new logo).
The next Meeting will be held on Wednesday 20th November 2019 at Great Alne Primary School
at 7pm
Meeting finished at 9.30pm

